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RE: WAGERUP ALUMINA REFINERY – APPLICATION TO AMEND WORKS APPROVAL – 25A TANK 
EMISSION REDUCTION PROJECT – W6607/2021/1 

Alcoa of Australia Ltd (Alcoa) has completed the installation of all infrastructure required under Works Approval 
W6607/2021/1 (the Approval). In accordance with Condition 2 of the Approval, an Environmental Compliance 
Report was submitted to the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) on 6 March 2026. 
Although the works were initially scheduled for completion by July 2025, construction delays and limitations in 
specialist resource availability resulted in an extended construction period. 

In accordance with Conditions 5 and 6 of the Approval, Alcoa is required to implement a monitoring program to 
assess the performance of the modifications to Tanks 25A-2 and 25A-4. Pre-modification stack sampling was 
completed in January 2026. Post-modification sampling was initially planned for late March 2026 but was delayed 
due to adverse weather conditions associated with Cyclone Narelle and a resulting natural gas shortage. 
Subsequent delays were caused by contractor availability constraints and the temporary shutdown of VOC 
emission sources. Post-modification sampling is now scheduled to be undertaken between 12 and 23 May 2026. 
Allowing for laboratory assessment timeframes and subsequent internal analysis and reporting, it is considered 
unlikely that a final environmental performance report will be available for submission by 1 August 2026. 

Furthermore, Condition 4 of the approval sets out operational requirements that may be transitioned to the 
Wagerup Alumina Refinery licence to operate (L6217/1983/15) (the Licence). As stage two of the DWER initiated 
review of the Licence includes an assessment of controls associated with emissions to air, it is considered an 
appropriate opportunity to transition the operational requirements of Condition 4 to the Licence. It is anticipated 
that stage two of the Licence review will be undertaken throughout 2027 - 2028. 

To accommodate the completion of the performance monitoring and the transition of the operational requirements 
to the licence, Alcoa is seeking to amend the approval expiry date to 30 June 2028 and to include a provision for 
time limited operations. To support this amendment request, a Works Approval Amendment application is provided 
as Attachment A.  

If you have any questions regarding this application or require further information, please contact  
on  

 

 

ENC:  Attachment A – DWER Form IR-F09 (V16, August 2022)  
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Attachment A 
DWER Form P4 (V16, August 2022) 
 




























































