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2. Executive Summary 

Hancock Iron Ore (HIO) wholly owns and operates the Abydos Direct Shipping Ore Project under 
Licence L8733/2013/1 (the Licence), issued under Part V of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. This 
Biennial Environmental Report (BER) has been prepared to satisfy the requirements of Condition 26 of 
the Licence and covers the period from 29th February 2024 to 28th February 2026 (the reporting period). 

Mining operations recommenced in January 2025 following the identification of remnant ore within 
existing pits and waste rock landforms. HIO managed all activities in accordance with licence 
conditions and applicable environmental controls. 

Three environmental incidents were recorded within the prescribed premises boundary during the 
reporting period. One incident constituted a non‑compliance with Condition 20 (Table 10) of the 
Licence due to a faulty flowmeter at the L1 sprayfield discharge point, which temporarily interrupted 
continuous volumetric flow monitoring. HIO promptly investigated and replaced the flowmeter, and 
discharge volumes for the affected period were calculated using conservative, data‑based estimates. 
No environmental impacts occurred as a result of any of the incidents. 

Wastewater monitoring demonstrated compliance with all nutrient loading limits and discharge 
capacity requirements. Monitoring results remained within the limits specified in the Licence for both 
licence years, and the wastewater treatment plant did not exceed its treatment capacity. 

Waste inputs to the landfill remained below the annual limit of 460 tonnes per licence period.  

HIO submitted two Annual Audit Compliance Reports (AACRs) covering the 2024–2025 and 2025–2026 
reporting periods. These reports recorded the single non-compliance associated with the flowmeter 
malfunction. The site did not receive any environmental complaints during the reporting period. 

Site personnel implemented dust suppression and stormwater management measures in accordance 
with licence requirements, particularly following the reinstatement of the crushing and screening 
facility in 2026. Controls included operating water carts, using water sprayers on key components of 
the crushing infrastructure, and maintaining stormwater diversion structures. 

In summary, HIO operated the Abydos Project in accordance with the conditions of Licence 
L8733/2013/1 throughout the reporting period, with the exception of one non‑compliance relating to a 
temporary flowmeter fault at the L1 discharge point. The issue was promptly rectified, all monitoring 
and reporting obligations were met, and no environmental impacts were identified.  
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10. Measures Taken to Suppress Dust and Manage Stormwater  

Water for dust suppression was sourced from a company-controlled turkey nests located outside the 
prescribed premises boundary. Following the reinstatement of the mobile crushing facility, dust 
suppression was implemented across the site. Controls included water carts, Licence-required 
measures such as water sprayers on the feed bin, conveyor transfer points, and stacker head chutes, 
as well as water cannons on stockpiles as needed. 

The crushing and screening facility was constructed on a raised skyway with an earthen bund to prevent 
stormwater ingress and egress. Stormwater is directed to designated discharge points and managed 
through existing diversion channels and a sediment basin, consistent with the controls and 
management measures documented in the Environmental Compliance Report submitted on 21 January 
2026 (APP-0033340). 
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Appendix B AACR 2024-2025 & 2025-2026 
 






















