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Disclaimer  
The information contained in this document is provided by Department of Environment Regulation in 
good faith. However, there is no guarantee of the accuracy of the information contained in this 
document and it is the responsibility of users to make their own enquiries as to its accuracy, currency, 
relevance and correctness.  

The State of Western Australia and Department of Environment Regulation and their servants and 
agents expressly disclaim liability, in negligence or otherwise, for any act or omission occurring in 
reliance on the information contained in this document, or for any incident or consequential loss or 
damage of such act or omission.  

The State of Western Australia is committed to providing quality information and has made every 
attempt to ensure the accuracy, currency, reliability and correctness of the information contained in this 
document. However, changes in circumstances and legislation after the time of publication may impact 
on the correctness or quality of this information.  

In addition the accuracy, currency, reliability and correctness of links or references to information 
sources referred to or provided by third parties is outside the control of State of Western Australia and it 
is therefore the responsibility of the user to make their own decisions on information found on those 
external sites. Confirmation of any of the information provided in this document may be sought from the 
relevant originating bodies or the department providing the information; however, users of this material 
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The State of Western Australia and Department of Environment Regulation reserve the right to amend 
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The information contained in this document is general. It does not constitute, and should be not relied 
on as, legal advice. The State of Western Australia recommends that users of this information seek 
advice from a qualified lawyer on the legal issues affecting them before relying on this information or 
acting on any legal matter.  

Questions regarding this report should be directed to: 
Department of Environment Regulation 
Locked Bag 33 Cloisters Square  
PERTH  WA  6850 
Phone: +61 8 6467 5000  
Fax: +61 8 6467 5562  
Email: info@der.wa.gov.au 
Web: www.der.wa.gov.au   
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About this consultation 

Topic of this 
consultation 

A draft Environmental Standard for composting, for aerobic 
composting facilities under Category 67A Prescribed 
Premises in Schedule 1 to the Environmental Protection 
Regulations 1987.   

Scope of this 
consultation 

The composting industry consultants and the community. 

Geographical scope Western Australia 

Consultation duration  29 June 2015 – 30 November 2015 
(extended from original closing date of 21 August 2015) 

In response to requests for an extension of consultation 
period for the draft Environmental Standard for Composting, 
DER has extended the closing date to 30 November 2015 .  

After the consultation  The responses to this consultation will assist in finalising the 
proposed Environmental Standard: composting. 

When the consultation period has ended all responses will 
be reviewed and made available on DER’s website. A 
document summarising the responses and how they have 
been considered will also be made available on DER’s 
website at www.der.wa.gov.au. 

About public consultation 

The Department of Environment Regulation carries out public consultation to canvas 
the views of all stakeholders and interested parties and to inform a transparent and 
accountable decision-making process. By making a submission, you are consenting to 
the submission being treated as a public document and being published on the 
Department’s website. Your name will be included but your contact address will be 
withheld for privacy.  

If you do not consent to your submission being treated as a public document, you 
should mark it as confidential, specifically identify those parts which you consider 
should be kept confidential, and include an explanation. The Department may request 
that a non-confidential summary of the material is also given. It is important to note 
that even if your submission is treated as confidential by the Department, it may still 
be disclosed in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 1992, or as required 
by law.   

The Department reserves the right not to publish any submission, or to remove prior to 
publication any content that could be regarded as racially vilifying, derogatory or 
defamatory to an individual or an organisation.  

Please submit comments by 30 November 2015.  No late submissions will be 
accepted.  

file:///C:/Users/madeleinec/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/ZVIP375Q/www.der.wa.gov.au
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Please direct comments or any questions about this paper: 

By email: info@der.wa.gov.au with the words “Environmental Standard composting” in 
the subject line.   

By post: 

Environmental Standard Composting Consultation 
Department of Environment Regulation  
Locked Bag 33  
CLOISTERS SQUARE WA 6850 

Background 

DER’s Guidance statement: regulatory principles provides high-level principles of 
good regulatory practice that guide the exercise of DER’s environment regulation 
functions.  Environmental Standards form part of DER’s hierarchy of instruments 
governing environmental regulation. 

The draft Environmental Standard for composting applies to aerobic composting 
operations.  Composting is a prescribed activity under category 67A (composting and 
soil blending) of the Environmental Protection Regulation 1987.  

In 2014, as part of its compliance and inspection program, DER undertook an audit of 
aerobic composting operations in and around the Perth metropolitan area. It was 
apparent from this audit that the development of a uniform minimum construction 
standard and consistent regulatory regime for this industry sector was required in 
order to ensure that the industry meets desired environmental outcomes and 
community expectations. This objective will be achieved by the development and 
implementation of an Environmental Standard for composting. This approach will also 
provide community confidence and clarity, certainty and equity to the composting 
industry both for new proposals and also for existing operations. 

Development of the Environmental Standard for composting 

The Environmental Standard for composting was developed after consideration of 
standards and guidance documents from other jurisdictions.  In particular, DER 
acknowledges the contribution from the New South Wales Department of Environment 
and Conservation Environmental guidelines: Composting and related organics 
processing facilities (2004) and Victoria’s Environment Protection Authority Guideline:  
Designing, construction and operating composting facilities (2015). 

In development of the Environmental Standard, DER also gave regard to the nature of 
composting operations within Western Australia.   

How the Environmental Standard for composting will be 
applied 

All Environmental Standards will be applied consistently in accordance with DER’s 
guidance statement on Environmental Standards.   

A draft of the guidance statement on Environmental Standards has been issued for 
public consultation at the same time as the draft Environmental Standard for 
composting.     

mailto:info@der.wa.gov.au
http://www.der.wa.gov.au/images/documents/our-work/consultation/DRAFT_Guidance_Statement_-_DERs_Regulatory_Principles.pdf
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Industry impact 

The Environmental Standard for composting will be applied to both new applications 
and to existing licences.   

Currently, 33 composting operations hold licences under Part V of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1986.  Three of these operations involve enclosed (anaerobic) 
composting with the remainder undertaking varying degrees of aerobic composting in 
the open.  The majority of these are located in and around the Perth metropolitan 
area. 

Under its audit, DER examined operational practices and levels of compliance with 
licences across 28 licensed open aerobic composting operations.  The audit found 
inconsistent conditions and varying levels of environmental controls under these 
licences.  Sixty eight per cent of licensed operations were found to be non-compliant 
with their licence conditions.   

As a result of the audit’s findings, DER identified the need for a whole-of-agency 
response to ensure that existing composting facilities are licensed consistently and 
appropriately.  Specifically, the audit identified the need to ensure that composting 
facilities had licence conditions specifying standards for infrastructure, were licensed 
for the taking of liquid waste where required, and had adequate groundwater 
monitoring requirements to assess potential impacts from composting operations.   

The Environmental Standard for composting creates a consistent and transparent 
framework from which DER is able to respond to the audit’s findings.  The 
Environmental Standard will address the audit’s recommendation that there is 
consistency of conditions and controls, and that environmental risks are managed to 
an acceptable level.  As a result, there will be impacts on existing composting 
facilities. The table below sets out DER’s assessment of the impact of applying 
consistent and appropriate conditions to existing licensed composting facilities. 

Condition Degree of impact on existing composting facilities 

Infrastructure design, 
construction and 
performance standards to 
ensure address risks of 
contamination of 
groundwater (see section 
5 of the Environmental 
Standard) 

Moderate 

Majority of licensees will require some infrastructure 
upgrades to comply with the permeability, leachate 
capture and groundwater monitoring requirements of 
the Environmental Standard.  

Operating methods to be 
appropriate to risk of 
feedstock (see section 6 
of the Environmental 
Standard) 

Moderate 

A small number of licensees will require method 
changes or other acceptable alternatives to comply with 
the specified method for composting where liquid waste 
is accepted, if they want to continue using this waste.   
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Condition Degree of impact on existing composting facilities 

Products to meet 
specified requirements 
(see section 7 of the 
Environmental Standard) 

Significant 

Most licensees will require significant monitoring and 
testing changes to demonstrate compliance with the 
product requirements of the Environmental Standard. 

Groundwater monitoring 
to be conducted through 
minimum number and 
siting requirements, and 
to address specified 
parameters (see section 8 
of the Environmental 
Standard) 

Significant 

The majority of licensees have insufficient groundwater 
monitoring. 

DER will ensure an appropriate and phased implementation approach is taken to 
enable licensees to achieve compliance with the Environmental Standard over a 
reasonable period of time.  This approach will involve a case-by-case assessment 
including a gap analysis of current operations against the requirements of the 
composting Environmental Standard.  Following the gap analysis and consultation 
with each licensee, amendments will be made to licences specifying the 
improvements and changes required and the various time periods for compliance. 

Responding to this consultation 

DER seeks your input on any aspect of the draft Environmental Standard for 
composting.  

Feedback received during consultation is important to DER and will be considered in 
the finalisation of the Environmental Standard after the consultation period has ended. 

Responses must be received by 30 November 2015. 

Please return comments: 

by email to:  info@der.wa.gov.au with the words “Environmental Standard 
composting” in the subject line   

by post to:  
Environmental Standard Composting Consultation 
Department of Environment Regulation  
Locked Bag 33  
CLOISTERS SQUARE WA 6850 

mailto:info@der.wa.gov.au



